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The potential of the arts – part 1

To feel what it is like
to be something else



Being a part of the 
water and waste management system



The potential of the arts – part 1

The aestethics of the world



The beauty of traffic: Rhytms, patterns….
A dance, a piece of music, a work of art



INFRASTRUCTURE

People and vehicles
moving in
Flows-Rhytms
in Networks
with different Components
and Rules
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Choose at least three

Science   Technology
Music   Drama   Visual arts  

Mathematics Dance
make all of them central



Stories
a backbone of STEAM education?



Case 1:
The story of Little seed



Little seed visual arts, science, dance



https://youtu.be/INcJ13Q8aN0?feature=shared



Case 2:
The story of The two girls



STEAM learning:
becoming a measuring, sewing, glueing, cutting child

in collaboration with
measuring tape, needle, thread, fabric, scissors and glue gun

Making costumes, based on drawings of the characters in the story
Drama + Visual/textile art + Technology + Mathematics



Verbs that capture processes 
and phenomena

roll climb

slide

mix

shade



EXERCISES

1. Balance and fall: Make a scultpute
2. Breathe, Melt or Rot: Drama/dance

Everybody joins – one single body



VERBS AND ARTS
Paint the feeling of your best roll



Working theories



Working theory = a combination of 
children’s knowledge and experiences. 

Working theories develop as children
face new experiences and information.  



The working theories become more and 

more useful for making sense of the world, 

giving children control over what happens

How to climb a tree? How to act in the grocery store?



Non-verbal

Time to challenge
the working theory?

The water in the bucket



What can children develop working 
theories about in your projects?



Playmates
forces and other ’invisible’ STEAM 

phenomena in the wolrd



I would be happy to hear from you!

sofie.areljung@umu.se
+4690 7865618
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